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'The Honourablo, A ‘ 'l3¢‘?fii  ;; %';QV' -.}ijf‘
'Cnngresswoaau Hlelen 5. Keynor, ‘”‘f*C'=3 v

Plea=a allow e to expresa to you =y profound
gratituda for your aupport ragarding the question of
. the eaie of advnucea Hawk missiles to Joroan. I’ am
confident that your position is in theo. interecst of the .
United States and ite friends and nllies. Bond - is io‘
‘7keepiug with tho trodition of trna friendship w&ich
- - has existed between our two countriea and paoploa for
A _'ovar two decates. 5 EOPAE AR
** Pleaso find encloaed for your information a
copy of the 1etter I nant to your colloagues ragnrding

this question._’

- ”‘”“- - Hith ay rapeated thenks and sincero parsunnl '(f
ST best wishes, ‘ o
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_ I wrlte to you in your capacity as a representatwe ot the great Amencan people ln -j‘ £
C a!l of my years at the helm of Jordan 1 have been a long time. behever in the ‘fundamental o
" principles and ideals which your forefathers adopted 10 create the greatest and strongest | \
- nation of all times. As true friends of Amenca, my country and my people were, for two |
1decades, the only supporters the Umted States had in the Arab World. We have always been -
" openly proud of our friendship and voiced it with courage. We felt that we shared wnth you the
belicf i in tne basic right of peoples to freedom, Justnce, dxgmty and a beiier lne. T

) My country has oontinuously adopte'd a moderate non-aggressive ?ﬁolicy which we

' hope we will be enabled to continue to pursue, We 'have contributed greatly to maintaiziing
stability and moderation in our area,;an_diservgd the cause of peace in the Middle East in
every possible way, We depended on your friendship and support in our various endeavours

~ to prevent the polarization of the Middle East conflict between the super-powers, We
cooperated very closely with your. govemment, at considerable cost to my country and its
‘people, in our common search for a just and lastmg peace in the Middle East

Yet now, my country, its govemment, people and armed forces, find ourselves on the :
homs of a dilemma. Can we preserve the fnendship which existed between the Umted States‘-
nnd ourselves and which we chenshed so much or are we gomg to be left with no other
alternative than to seek another course P S

What brought matters to t.hns sad cross-road is the 0pposntxon m some Congressional
quarters, ‘which we smcerely beheve to be unwarranted to the sale of fourteen batteries of
Advanced Hnwk mxssxles to Jordan. I .mpe you will bear thh me as we review some of the
facts. ' o ' ki

‘No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-170-5-12-4



3

——

v

.ﬁmw"

No Ob;ect;on To Declassmcatlon in Full 2011/05/02 LOC HAK 170 5 12 4_‘"’ |

-

.lordan is the on!y state in the area thhout an mr«defence system of any kind, The

- fourteen Hawk batteries are the min.imum reqmrement for our legitimate self«defenee, as was
' established by the American Mihtary Delegatmns wlnch visited Jordan for the purpose of
. studying our air - defence requirements. The system we agreed with your government on is a-

very modest one compared to what our neighbours‘ha‘ we teel, will in no way. aﬁect

o the balance of power in the Middle East, wluch Wemheltmhgly in Israel’s favour The
‘Hawks will be used to defend the area of our capxtal and a few of our maior fixed mstallatmns. =

We in Jordan have always looked to the United States for mxhtary equipment, and: |

relied on you as our friends who generously helped us whenever possible, and within ‘f‘:‘ G

the limits of our ahility, to purchase arms for our leg:ﬁmate self-defence, We have had to

" be strong to survive, since weakness invites aggress:on. We do feel threatened, and the record ;‘ |
© of Israel’s expansion since its creation in 1948 justiﬁes thoae fears. g

L e

: Perhaps not everyone knowz: that our capztal city of Amman is wnhin range of the B )

'_ _American built Israell heavy ~artillegy, and- that aIl our vital,points are at the mercy of American
. built Israeli a:rcmlt, which are free to vuolate, as they continuously do, Ot!l' air-space as tney

please. |

This sltuation, and the recent oppositxon by some congressmnal quarters to the sale

- of the Hawks to Jordan has distressed, dismayed and worried me to the point that l felt xt‘ -
‘neeessary to write to you and lnfnnge on your Valuable time,

“ 'The matter is in your hands now. If your decision to provide Jordan w:th the urgently‘ ‘

| needed fourteen battenes of Advanced l-lawk mxsszles is a positive one, then no one will
- be more pleased or satisfied than I, your old and tradntional fnend. ' | '

. B’ut if your decision is a negative one, I regret to inform you that I would ha\fe no other
chol.ce but to seek the best comparable system, which is ava.dable only in the Sovxet Union. -
It would be a tragic dec:sxon on your part if you chose to push your friend and ally to adopt
such a course - one which 1 am duty - bound to follow with the greatest of sorrow. As a friend, \
allow me to say that sueh‘ a development will not. only affect your interests in ﬂie‘ Middle

* East, but will also incur irreparable damage to the United States credibility and reliability, not

only in the Arab World, but perhaps throughout the world, It would indeed be tragic to have
anything occur which would ‘cast doubt upon your role as a peaee-maker in the area. ‘

'.—'7

“'No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-170-5-12-4




‘preserve our traditional ties and close associatmn. o

e

Soe ) SRR, SUN o .
No Ob;ectlon To Declassuflcatlon in Full 201 1/05/02 LOC HAK 170 5 12 4 :

. _“-,,,‘

™

“‘.'.._.,o,' -

l‘-‘lnally, lt is common knowledge that the United States has granted lsrael bxll:ons of‘

do!fars worth of arms over the years, especially since the 1973 war, and is now about to
consider an additional - Israell request for more billions of your tax payers money -We _
understand this is to be spent on some ot the most sophisticated and offensive weapons in

the U, S. Arsenal, such- -as the F. 15 Eagle class of axrcraft, and the Lance. grouud to ground

~ missile. As a result the United States xmght well be accused ot adopting a policy of double -

standards, and not the even-handed construcuve policy whmh is needed if you are to play an. o

. effective role in estabhshing peace in the Middle East.

' Please. forgive my candor, but ¢ wnte as a true fnend who s domg l:us utmost to

‘ "! hope you will vk_indly aécept my w'arm‘ régards_ and personal best wishes,
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